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TO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 049460 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IN 

SUBJECT: OPPOSITION ALLEGATIONS - PRESS LINE 

REF: NEW DELHI 3211 

1 . OPPOSITION LETTER APPEARS TO BE ELECTION MANEUVER DESIGNED 
TO EMBARRASS BOTH MRS. GANDHI AND USG. WE DO NOT INTEND TO 
RESPOND SINCE ANYTHING WE SAY WOULD PUT U.S. IN MIDDLE OF 

A HEATED INDIAN ELECTION CAMPAIGN. 

2. FOLLOWING IS GUIDANCE IN RESPONDING TO ANY PRESS QUERIES: 

Q. HAVE YOU RECEIVED THE OPPOSITION LETTER 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 049460 

A. THE LETTER FROM MR. PURI WAS DELIVERED TO THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY IN NEW DELHI MARCH 4. 

Q. DOES THE USG INTEND TO ANSWER THE LETTER? 

THE SUBSTANCE OF THE LETTER IS SUCH THAT WE WOULD NOT 
EXPECT IT TO BE ANSWERED. 
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Q. WHAT HAVE YOU TO SAY ON THE ALLEGATION THAT U.S. WAS 
INVOLVED IN THE REPORTED INDIAN SPY CASE? 

A. IN LINE WITH OUR LONGSTANDING PRACTICE ON SUCH 
ALLEGATIONS WE HAVE NO COMMENT TO MAKE. 

CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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